Navajo Chief Justice presents UM lecture by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
4-18-2002 
Navajo Chief Justice presents UM lecture 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Navajo Chief Justice presents UM 
lecture" (2002). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 17835. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/17835 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
im r T n r F
April 18, 2002
Contact: Shelley Hopkins, director of external relations, School of Law, (406) 243-4319.
NAVAJO CHIEF JUSTICE PRESENTS UM LECTURE
MISSOULA—
Chief Justice Robert Yazzie of the Navajo Nation Supreme Court will give the 19th 
annual Blankenbaker Lecture on Professional Responsibility at The University of Montana School 
of Law.
Yazzie will discuss "Indian Common Law: The Key to the Future Survival of Indian 
Nations" from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Thursday, April 25, in the law school’s Castles Center. A 
reception will follow in the Jameson Law Library. The lecture and reception are free and open 
to the public.
Born in Rehoboth, N.M ., in 1947, Yazzie earned a bachelor of arts degree in sociology 
from Oberlin College, Ohio, and a law degree from the University of Mexico. After a legal 
career that included seven years as presiding judge of the district court in Window Rock,
Ariz., he was appointed chief justice by the Navajo Nation Council in 1992.
During his tenure with the Navajo Nation Supreme Court, Yazzie has developed a 
noted dispute resolution mechanism based on traditional concepts of justice. Unlike a 
"vertical" system of justice -- which relies on hierarchies and power — "hozhooji naat’aanii," 
or Navajo peacemaking, uses a "horizontal" justice model based on equality and healing. 
Yazzie compares the system to a circle.
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"A circle is the symbol of Navajo justice because it is perfect, unbroken and a simile of 
unity and oneness," Yazzie wrote in the journal In Context.
"The goal of adversarial law is to punish wrongdoers and teach them a lesson," he 
wrote. "Adversarial law and adjudication offer only a win-lose solution; it is a zero-sum game. 
Navajo justice prefers a win-win solution."
An internationally recognized leader in peacemaking, Yazzie has traveled widely to 
research and lecture on traditional law, restorative justice and community justice. In Geneva, 
Switzerland, he participated in United Nations proceedings on the proposed Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
The Blankenbaker lecture series is funded by a gift from the Joseph N. Blankenbaker 
Foundation to increase responsibility for leadership and competence in the practice of law. The 
foundation provides an annual endowment to UM’s law school to supplement educational 
programs.
Blankenbaker, a Virginia native, came west just after the turn of the 19th century to work 
on Montana sheep and cattle ranches. In 1918 he began a career in banking, retiring in 1953 from 
the Northwestern National Bank of Great Falls. Fie established the Blankenbaker Foundation in 
1975, at the age of 90, to express his gratitude to the people of Montana.
Previous Blankenbaker speakers have included U.S. Circuit Judge Sidney Thomas, U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Byron White and U.S. District Judge William Jameson.
m
PS
Local, state dailies, tribal newspapers 
Yazzie.rl
Bp r
